- Glyphosate usage: Delhi HC
stays govt’s order for 3 months

RELIEF FOR FARMERS. Directs Centre to review decision with stakeholders

Our Bureau
Bengaluru

The Delhi High Court on Wednes-
day stayed the implementation of
the Union Government’s notifica-
tion restricting the wuse of
glyphosate through pest control
operators (PCOs) for three
months.

The High Court’s order came
when it took up petitions filed by
various crop protection associ-
ations. The industry associations
such as CropLife India and Agro
Chem Federation of India, among
others, had petitioned the court
against the Centre’s notification
stating that there was no PCO in-
frastructure in the country and
farmers will face challenges in weed
management resulting in higher
costs.

Last month, the Centre issued a
notification restricting the use of
glyphosate fearing health hazards.
It said no person shall use it except
the PCOs.

INFRA WOES
Industry sources said the Court
also directed the Centre to go for
consultations with all stakeholders
to come out with a solution.
Durgesh C Sharma, Secretary-
General, CropLife India, said,
“Delhi High Court’s decision is fa-
vourable, taking in cognizance the
infrastructure of PCOs in the coun-
try. There has been no incidence in-
volving glyphosate and its restric-
ted use will largely affect the small
and marginal farmers”.
Sharma said, “As per the Delhi High
Court’s order and as a responsible
association, we will continue to col-
laborate and work with the Govern-
ment and all other stakeholders in
order to find the most suitable solu-
tions to ease the farming opera-
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BREWING TROUBLE. Unavailability of PCOs in remote locations will
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impact weed control, leading to significant yield losses, says tea industry

tions”. Parikshit Mundhra, Chair-
man, Agro Chem Federation of
India (ACFI), said the industry is
ready to provide all scientific de-
tails, and supporting documents to
the government for a logical and
fair decision looking at the reality
and help for better cultivation.
“Without having pest control oper-
ator (PCO) infrastructure in rural
India, the notification for restricted
use of glyphosate was really of no
meaning. So today’s HC order is
definitely logical and justified. The
agriculture fraternity strongly
wishes for the notification to be
withdrawn as soon as possible,”
said Kalyan Goswami, Director
General, ACF1L.

TEA SECTOR TAKES UP ISSUE
Besides the agrochemical players,
the teaindustry had also raised con-
cerns over the new glyphosate use
norms and had sought exemption
from the notification. The Tea
Board had recently written to the

Commerce Ministry to take up the
issue of exempting the tea industry
from the glyphosate use norms
with the Agriculture Ministry.

The Tea Board had said the un-
availability of PCOs in a large num-
ber of remote locations will impact
weed control leading to significant
yield losses.

On the other hand, the pesticides
handling personnel in tea gardens
are already well-experienced and
skilled squad using glyphosate for
the last many years following the
norms specified Plant Protection
Code of Tea Board India. It sugges-
ted that pesticide handling person-
nel of tea plantations, who are
trained by the scientific personnel
of Tea Research Institutes, on the
safe handling of glyphosate as per
norms followed by the PCOs may
be issued certificates duly recog-
nised by Tea Board and tea planta-
tions may be allowed to use the ser-
vices of such trained personnel for
application of glyphosate.



