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About Croplife India

Croplife India is a leading industry association of
both Indian and Global R & D driven crop science
organizations. Croplife India jointly represents
around 70% of the Indian crop protection market
and are responsible for 95% of the molecules
introduced in the country. Our member compa-
nies have an annual global R & D spend of over
INR 50,000 crores.

Our member companies were established in
India as far back as the 1950s. We continue to
work hand-in-hand with the Government to
build the agriculture sector — from introduction
of several newer and safer molecules, direct
investment of building factories, jobs creation,
bringing in agriculture innovation and working
endlessly over the years with multi-stakeholders
to enhance agriculture productivity. All member
companies are firmly committed to engage with
the farming community to enable Safe, Secure
and Sustainable Food Supply.

Croplife India members enable farmers adopt
new technologies in agriculture, while providing
in depth farmer trainings on good farming

practices, including responsible use of crop
protection products, container management
and spraying techniques promotion of safe,
responsible & judicious use of crop protection
products under Integrated Pest Management
approach.

Croplife India extensively engages with the
farming community including dealers and
traders for growing safe, secured and nutritious
food committed to responsible crop care and
crop production for sustainable development of
Indian Agriculture.

Croplife India is a non - profit organization,
(registered under Section 8 company) wholly
funded by membership. CropLife India is a part
of the Croplife International Network; and
works closely with Croplife Asia & Croplife
International, spread across 91 countries while
engaging with diverse stakeholders to drive
programs on Anti-Counterfeiting, Product
Stewardship, Progressive Regulations, IPR/Data
Protection, Policy & Advocacy, Communications
& Outreach.
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Highlights

Croplife India organised an Interactive Session with Shri S. Niranjan Reddy, Hon'ble Minister of
Agriculture, Marketing and Cooperation, Government of Telangana on the 29" March 2023 at
Hyderabad.

Key objective of the programme was to deliberate on the role of the agro-chemicals in increasing
agricultural productivity and explore the opportunities for more collaboration between the Telangana
State Government and the crop protection products industry for the benefit of the farmers.

Shri Niranjan Reddy, while sharing his views, highlighted that it has been his endeavour to engagein a
dialogue with the industry, which would enable him to draft better policies. The legislations drafted in
agriculture, have concerning areas which leads in ambiguity in its implementation. This many a times
leads to cumbersome processes to the industry despite their enormous efforts towards technology
transfer to farmers. In case of issues, the legislations provide only legal intervention and leading to
high costs towards legal activities rather than being spent on farmers. The industry is thus being
asked to provide suggestions for constructive changes in the legislation.
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The Hon'ble Minister while further highlighting the need of R&D and efforts of crop protection
industry, said, Food Security will remain to be an eternal subject and agriculture will be the focus,
whichis a primary source of food. The industry's efforts towards Research & Development are highly
appreciated as it will ensure quality food, which is the need of the hour. As the progressive world looks
for quality food products, obscure and unsubstantiated methodology should be omitted by science-
based Research & Development. In order to tackle the constant changes in the pest pattern, raising
farmers' awareness on the technology of crop protection molecules and its usage, needs to be a
constant endeavour and both the Government and the industry need to play arole in the same. Unlike
Europe and other countries, where the pest attack is handled by the agrochemical company and the
farmer need not worry for the entire process of identification of the pest, selection of the product,
spraying technique, etc.; such facilities are missing in India.



The Hon'ble Minister shared that India does not have a molecule against Black Thrips, an invasive
insect species from Indonesia. Registration of molecules in India is a time-consuming process as the
molecules needs to undergo several trials and then the registration is granted by the Government of
India. Being a victim of the pest myself, | intervened to expedite the process of registration during the
Chili attack. The absence of time-based regulations for agrochemicals is a challenge and industry's
suggestions are always welcome.

Indian agriculture needs to work towards farm mechanization and that too in all aspects of farming,
from seeding to harvesting. Agrochemicals are an integral part of Indian agriculture and if agriculture
needs to be sustainable; the growth of agrochemical industry in indispensable. The “uberization” of
farmer services, would ensure that India becomes the agricultural hub for the world.

Hon'ble Minister informed, that Telangana has created 2600 agriculture clusters with 5000 acres of
land in each cluster equipped with a agriculture extension officer who is responsible for training and
awareness of farmers on multiple aspects of farming, like farm inputs, crop diversification etc. The
department is maintaining a constant monitoring over the crops and the farmers' requirements. At a
national level, we may reach a situation in the near future, when we are able to communicate to
farmer to produce as per the demand of the world and not waste our foreign exchange in importing
oilsand pulses.

Telangana has emerged as the Rice Bowl! of India and this Rabi season’s paddy sowing has been in
56.44 lakh acres, compared to India's 95 lakh acres; commendable feat. The economics of Paddy
works best in Kharif (not in summer season) on account of the Government's purchase of rice and
expensive power bills.

Agriculture productivity has increased over the years and the credit goes both to the hardworking of
farmers and also to the agri input industry. The excessive use of agrochemicals is not visible in
Telangana compared to other states. This is attributed to constant education and awareness
programs of the industry and the Government. In order to curb the excessive use of agrochemicals,
simple education of farmers may not always work but the farmers should be incentivized, so that the
education isinculcated in his practice; as the farmers are not working towards their employment but
towards feeding the world.

The Hon'ble Minister assured the participants that Telangana would study steps being taken towards
controlling the inputindustry by various States like Rajasthan and draft a policy incorporating the best
practices. The State has already opened five agricultural colleges, including a women's Degree College
in Wanaparthy and few more arein the pipeline.

While delivering the Theme Address, Dr. K. C. Ravi, Chairman, CropLife | |
India & Chief Sustainability Officer, Syngenta India Pvt. Limited shared
that Shri Reddy's approach towards integrating newer technology in
agriculture is known to all. Shri Reddy was instrumental in soliciting
Government's cooperation during the Black Thrips attack on Chili in
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. Croplife India, an association of 16
leading domestic and international R&D driven member companies is
the leading voice of the plant science industry in India. CropLife India's

role has been instrumental in equipping the farmers during multiple X /i'?
emerging pest attacks, viz. Black Thrips, Fall Armyworm, Locusts, etc. A s




The Interactive Session needs to deliberate on the unenthusiastic approach of few sectors towards our
industry. The agrochemical industry is contributing towards changing the same, which is evident in the
fact that our member companies deal in cutting edge technologies and have annual global R & D spend
of US $ 6 billion. CropLife India members jointly represents around 70% of the market and are
responsible for 95% of the molecules introduced in the country and are also firmly committed to
engage with the farming community to enable Safe, Secure and Sustainable Food Supply.

Dr Ravi added that many of the key objectives under the Agriculture Action Plan of the State of
Telangana are in sync with the ethos of CropLife India and its member companies. The belief is that the
agrochemical industry has a flourishing future provided an enabling environment, which is based on
science-based approach, is provided. The safe and judicious use of agrochemicals; highest bio-efficacy
and safety standards with minimum effect on environment, are of paramount importance to the
industry. Agriculture being a state subject, post the National Conference held during the 42™ AGM of
Croplife India, this is the first session planned in Telangana which intends to more collaboration
between agro chemicals industry and the regulators.

In his Welcome Address, Mr. Srinivasa Karavadi, Vice Chairman,
Croplife India & Head of Market Development — India, Bangladesh &
Sri Lanka, Bayer CropScience Limited, shared that the agrochemical
industry, despite protecting the income & yield of the farmer,
contributing towards the food security of the nation and protecting the
environment; is being campaigned derogatively. The retrospective
needs are to be reviewed from various perspectives as the industry is
constantly working towards changing environment and pest patterns
with the help of its Research & Development.

Mr. R. G. Agarwal, Group Chairman, Dhanuka Agritech Ltd. shared that
during the Black Thrips attack on Chiliin Andhra Pradesh and Telangana;
a report concluded that one of the reasons for the failure of
agrochemicals was excessive and indiscriminate use. In reality,
according to available data per hectare consumption of pesticides in
India is a mere 0.4 kg/ha compared to other countries like China at
13.06 kg/ha, Japan 11.85 kg/ha and Brazil 4.57 kg/ha. Mr Agarwal also
requested to implement the policy model of Rajasthan and provide an
enabling environment to the industry.

Mr. R. G. Agarwal added that as per National Institute of Plant Health
Management (NIPHM) survey, awareness among the farmers is to be
created for precise application of agrochemicals. Industry may
collaborate with the State Government to provide training to farmers, which apart from having a
wider outreach, will even increase the access of technology to the farmers. This would help in
rectification the obstructive attributes towards the industry and will help farmers to protect the crop
failure.




Mr. G. V. Subba Reddy, Vice President, Coromandel International Ltd.
called for a collaborated approach towards farmer training in the State
of Telangana. All the stakeholders viz. the State Government, CropLife
India, APMA, etc. should collaborate for an integrated approach of
Public-Private Partnership towards farmer training, which would aid
in changing the perception of the agrochemical industry.

Mr. Reddy added that in order to achieve sustainability in agriculture,
enhancement of youth's interest in agriculture is required. As more
young people are attracted towards agriculture, it would lead to faster
adoption of technology and higher yields.

Mr. V. K. Garg, Vice President, Insecticide India Ltd. and Vice President —
APMA,shared that in order to ensure stricter quality control measures,
the State Government should corroborate the sample collection from
most of the 300 companies operating in the State and not be limited
to just few, repeatedly. The slight variations observed in the samples
may be overlooked as the same would lead to savingsin litigation costs
of both the company and the Government.

Ms. Anuja Kadian, Government & Industry Affairs Director — APAC,
Corteva Agriscience India Pvt. Ltd. shared that agricultural productivity
should be driven by industrial policies, however that is not the case in
reality. The Ease of Doing Business needs to reflect in on-ground
implementation and although we have had success in Telangana, the
same needs to percolate across the States.

Mr. Yuvraj Chopra, Country Advocacy Lead, BASF India said,
highlighting the issue of ad hoc ban on molecules done by few States
due to trade MRL issues, the State Government should work towards
raising the awareness of farmers on the safe and judicious use of
agrochemicals and creating anenabling environment.



Mr. V. K. Garg, Vice President, Insecticide India Ltd. and Vice President — APMA, congratulated Shri
Reddy in successful activation of the Online License Management System (OLMS); which would
considerably reduce the certification system of agrochemicals.

Delivering the Vote of Thanks, Mr. Narayan Reddy, President,
Association of Pesticide Manufacturers A.P. & Telangana, APMA said
that the rise in the status of agriculture of Telangana is visible even
during our various internal conferences where the state
representatives also participate and the credit for the same goes to the
efficient governance. The Governance visualized the first & largest lift
irrigation scheme, modernization of lakes, etc., which has
transformed the earlier drought ridden State to excess water
availability. Telangana is now among the top three States across
industries like healthcare, IT, hospitals, etc., including agrochemicals;
which is testimony to the good governance. Multiple industries saw
disruption in their supply chain during covid-19 lockdown, however
with help of the Government, APMA and CroplLife India ensured the
last mile availability of agrochemicals.

Mr. N. Reddy added that APMA and CroplLife India members believe in integrated pest management
approach and the philosophy is being followed from the past 100 years. Our members are working
towards mechanization of agriculture, drones being the latest addition. Each year, APMA celebrates
the Safe use of agrochemicals across the villages in Telangana, where in the objective is to enhance the
awareness of farmers on responsible use and the vision being enhancing the agricultural productivity
andincome of farmers.

Members of CropLife India and APMA (Association of Pesticides Manufacturers) participated in the
programme.
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Stewardship Policy Advocacy

Anti Counterfeiting

Progressive
Regulation

Vision Mission

CroplLife is a Network of Global Federations comprising of Food security enabled by Safe, secure food supply
regional and national associations in 91 countries. innovative agriculture

Croplife India represents:

Committed

70% 95%
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Sustainable Indian Agriculture

Leadership in Product Stewardship
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www.croplifeindia.org
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