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1. Bendiocarb 80% WP

2.  Chlorpyriphos 20% & 50% EC

3.  Deltamethrin 2.8% EC & 1.25 ULV

4.  Diflubenzuron 25% WP

5.  Fipronil 5% SC & 2. 92% EC

6.  Lambdacyhalothrin 5% EC & 10% WP

7.  Malathion 50% EC, 25% WP & 96% ULV

8.  

Sl.No. CHEMICALS

FAO recommended pesticides which have been also 
approved by RC, for the control of desert locust:
June 2020

Triple rinse empty containers and 
properly dispose of them 

Practice personal 
hygiene while 
handling 
pesticides

Wear proper 
Personal 
Protective 
Equipment 
while spraying 

Buy only 
registered 
pesticides with 
proper bill and 
always read 
the label 
before use 

Transport and store pesticides 
safely away from people, food   
and animals

Immediate information on locust sightings must be given to the Agricultural Centers or other recommended KVKS, Govt. offices/centers.

Ÿ Keep information about locust attack in your area through radio, TV, newspapers and mobile etc.

Ÿ For the protection of the crop, spray neem oil, 5 ml per liter of water in solution, when locusts attack 
in other areas is reported.

Ÿ Make noise in the fields or produce loud noises in the form of vehicles, bells, tins, thali or other 
ways, which keeps the locust team away.

Ÿ Spraying of recommended pesticides should be done in such a way that there is no contamination of 
water either in ponds, river or any other water reservoirs.

Ÿ Use various recommended chemicals for the management of minor locusts using a continuous 
moving chain.

In view of the prediction, it is essential for farmers & spray operator to be prepared in advance & follow these points for the management of the locust:

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR LOCUST CONTROL

LIFE CYCLE OF LOCUST

Ÿ Locusts are members of the grasshopper family Acrididae, which are polyphagous in nature.

Ÿ Locusts are large herbivorous insects that can be serious pests of agriculture due to their ability to form dense and 
highly mobile swarms.

Ÿ They are species of short-horned grasshoppers that periodically form large populations in dense migrating groups 
(Swarms).

Ÿ Adult locusts can form swarms which may contain thousands to millions of individuals and which behave as a unit. 

Ÿ The non-flying nymphal or hopper stage can form bands. A band is a cohesive mass of hoppers that persists and      
moves as a unit. 

Ÿ There are 10 important species of locust in the world, out of four species were recorded in India.

§ The stage between locusts becoming egg to adult is called Hoppar (minor), this stage is 
from 20-25 days to 70-80 days. Adulthood depends on the temperature of the 
atmosphere. These hoppers are the most harmful and able to travel long distances.

§ The lonely hoppers fly for only a few hours at night while the hoppers (swarmatas) 
living in the herd fly in broad daylight. Adults can travel up to 150-200 kilometers a 
day, depending on the wind's direction.

§ These hoppers develop as locusts after 5 releases or changes. Fully developed adults fly 
yellow and fly a short distance and females also fly short distances. It only serves eggs.

§ A female living in a common flock lays an average of 60-80 eggs per 2-3 pods by 
locust. The female grasshopper keeps these eggs in pods in a moist sandy mat about 
10-15 cm deep at intervals of 7-10 days. The development of these eggs depends on 
the temperature and soil moisture,

§ Usually this duration is about two weeks. Eggs do not develop when the temperature is 
below 15°C. The development of eggs requires an average temperature of 32-35°C for 
10-12 days.

SPECIES OF LOCUST

Ÿ A major threat to agriculture as 

well as indirectly to human and 

cattles.

Ÿ It is a highly polyphagous pest.

Ÿ An average small locust swarm 

eats as much food in one day as 

about 10 elephants, 25 camels 

and 2500 people.

Ÿ Locust cause damage by 

devouring the leaves, flowers, 

fruits, seeds, bark and growing 

points and also by breaking 

down trees because of their 

weight when they settle in 

masses.

Besides adopting the various ULVA sprayer technologies, Aerial 

spray eg. Drone can be used after the Government approval, to 

spray recommended chemicals to control the locust attack. 

For more information on locust control, please contact 

recommended locust organization or follow the FAO guidelines.

Ÿ Frequently wash your hands with soap & water 

Ÿ In case of accidental exposure to chemicals,     
seek medical advice immediately

Maintain social distancing in the 
fields. Cover your mouth with 
masks or a clean cloth 
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Fenitrothion is also recommended for the control of locust but only in 
scheduled desert area away from residencial locality and agriculture.
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