
Growing Better Crops Through Pollination and 
Responsible Use

The Pollinator initiative to create a connect 
between farmers and beekeepers



ABOUT CROPLIFE INDIA

CropLife India is a 
14 member 

association of the 
R&D based crop 
science industry, 
engaged in the 

manufacture, import 
and distribution of 

crop protection 
products. 

Member companies 
focus on introducing  

technologies aimed at 
improving sustainable 

agricultural productivity , 
thereby minimizing pre & 
post-harvest crop losses 
due to pest attacks and 

diseases. 

Farmer access to 
newer, greener & 
safer chemistries 
has helped reduce 
dosage rates of 
crop protection 
solutions
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CropLife’s Pollinator Strategy

RESEARCH

Understand state of bees 
health in Asia

Develop mitigation strategies 
to minimize pesticide risks to 
bees at farm-level

STEWARDSHIP

Raise awareness of ecosystem 
services that pollinators and 
beneficial insects providers

Promote responsible use of 
pesticides to minimize risks to 
bees

Community engagement

Promote on-farm solutions to 
good bee keeping practices.

Promote beekeeping for better 
agricultural outcomes 



Piloting a communication channel between 
farmers and beekeepers in a small locality 
(Baramati, Maharashtra , India)
Crops : Pomegranate & Onion Seed 
production 

• CropLife Asia is committed to protecting
pollinators, on which 35 percent of the
world's food crop depends.

• Collaborating with public and private
partners across Asia to promote
beekeeping and train farmers to use
crop protection products in a
responsible manner.

• In India CropLife has partnered with
Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Agriculture
Development Trust Baramati (KVK
Baramati) while in technical
collaboration with ICAR (AICRP
Honeybees & Pollinators to promote
beekeeping and bee health in the
Baramati region of Maharashtra.



What is Madhu Sandesh project

Building a relationship 
between farmers and 

beekeepers 

Promoting the beekeeping profession 
through institutional capacity building 

(at KVK Baramati) and providing 
training opportunities for beekeepers.

Strengthens CropLife’s
stewardship and 
community engagement 
through partnership with 
stakeholder groups 
(farmers, government, 
academic and beekeeper 
organizations

How Honey Bees act 
as efficient 

pollinators to 
increase crop 

production

Bee-connect App: Mobile 
technology connects farmers 

& beekeepers. Enabling a 
two-way communication on 
the location of bee hives and 

spraying activities



Protecting Pollinators Through Good 
Stewardship Practices 

The crop protection industry recognizes the vital role
pollinators play in global food production.

The need to protect pollinator health

Good stewardship practices are recognized by a range of
stakeholders to work together towards protecting
pollinator health, which includes the crop protection
industry, farmers, beekeepers, scientists, government
agencies, universities and bee-keeping organizations.

Research & data generation plays a key role to
support scientific and social benefits of pollination.



OUTCOMES: IMPACT ASSESSMENT

Madhu Sandesh 
successfully 

demonstrated that 
Crop Protection (CP) 

products and 
pollination can and 

should co-exist.

Correct usage 
of CP & 

Pollination 
together boosts 
crop yields and 

income  for 
farmers

90% of farmers 
reported better 

quality crop. 

One project 
farmer was able 

to export his 
pomegranate 

for the first time.

Fruits of even 
colouring and 

shape, fetched 
higher market 
price, boosting 

farmer’s 
income.

Onion seed 
producers who 
participated in 

the project also 
saw their yields 

and income 
increase

Farmer 
awareness on 
benefits of IPM 

practices, 
pollinators, 

usage of PPE  
equipment 
increased.
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MadhuSandesh: Strategic Partners
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The MadhuSandesh app

WHAT?: An 
application to ensure 

farmers and 
beekeepers can see 

and interact regarding 
spraying activity 

nearby

WHY?: 

• Many pesticides, in 
particular, insecticides, 
are toxic to bees. 
Therefore, it is important 
to ensure that there are 
no beehives within 3km 
before applying 
pesticides

• Bee hives can be moved 
quickly, so danger to bee 
health can be avoided 
simply by communicating 
spraying times to 
beekeepers/ owners/ 
renters



11How to use the Madhu Sandesh app ; Download from 
Google Store

App 
features

1. My 
activity: you 
can register 
your activity

Beekeeper: 
where you 
plan to move 
your hives in 
the next 2-7 
days

Farmer: when 
you plan to 
apply 
pesticides to 
your property

2. Nearby: 
you can see 
nearby 
activity that 
may affect 
you



Snapshots
Phase 2: Focused Training



Madhu Sandesh in Pomegranate & Onion Fields



Madhu Sandesh : Honey Bee Pollinators in Pomegranate & Onion Fields: https://youtu.be/eDak_uk10ww

https://youtu.be/eDak_uk10ww

