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Introduction: CropLife India in association with Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) and 
Agriculture Development Trust, KVK Baramati celebrated the ‘Honey Bee Day’ in Baramati on 19th 
August 2017. The day is observed to promote beekeeping and pollination services in agriculture. 
As CropLife has an ongoing project, ‘Madhu Sandesh’ which is successfully running at Krishi Vikas 
Kendra (KVK) Baramati, we had a compelling reason to celebrate.  
 
‘Madhu Sandesh’ has been a proof of concept, from just being a theory in Science to showcasing 
actual positive results in the fields, with the active participation of KVK Baramati and our famers. 
The ‘Madhu Sandesh’ program is one such initiative that has demonstrated and promoted the 
proliferation and professionalization of the beekeeping in Baramati.  
 
As part of the program, subsidized bee hive rentals were provided to farmers to pollinate their 
crops. This not only resulted in improved yield and incomes for farmers but also instilled a holistic 
understanding of the need to use crop protection products responsibly in a manner that protects 
the environment and ecosystems. 
 
Highlights of the Celebrations 
The event was organized at the AppaSaheb Auditorium in Baramati on Saturday, 19th August 

2017, with more than 1200 people, comprising of farmers, local authorities, other KVKs and 

public at large.   

‘Sankalp Se Siddhi’ - To commemorate 75 years of the Quit India Movement, Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi government led the nation to a pledge to create a New India that is strong, 

prosperous and all-encompassing; an India that will make our freedom fighters proud. This 

campaign was duly celebrated amongst the Honey Bee Day Celebrations.  

In order to accommodate both the occasions, two backdrops were alternated digitally and the 

CropLife backdrop was stationed during the felicitation of the farmers.  

The award winning ‘Madhu Sandesh’ video was played along with the KVK Baramati inception 

video to the august audience.  

Local media was invited to cover the event, and few renowned journalists, who have provided 

support to the project were felicitated.   

Dignitaries present at the event / Dias 

¶ Hon. Shri Pawar Saheb, President, ADT  

¶ Dr. Syed Shakir Ali, Head, KVK, Baramati 

¶ Shri Rajendra Pawar, Chairman, ADT 

¶ Mr. Brij Uberoi, CEO, CropLife India  

¶ Dr. P. K. Chakraborty, ADG (PP), ICAR, New Delhi  

¶ Dr. N. P. Singh, Director, NIASM, Baramati  



 
¶ Dr. Lakhan Singh, Director, ATARI, Pune  

¶ Dr. Major Singh, Director, DOGR, Rajgurunagar  

¶ Shri Shahaji Jachak, President, MRDUSS 

All the dignitaries were of the opinion that the ‘Madhu Sandesh’ project has been successful and 
the efforts of KVK Baramati were lauded.  
 
Dr. P. K. Chakraborty, ADG (PP), ICAR, New Delhi; was of the opinion that this project should now 
be extended to other KVKs, so that the project and its benefits reaches out to a wider audience.  
 
Mr. Brij Uberoi spoke about the “Madhu Sandesh’ Project and thanked ICAR and KVK Baramati, 
for the help extended to CropLife International and India, in order to make this project a grand 
success. In our view, we are now keen to extend this technology to other crops in different 
geographies in India, so that the farmers’ can take advantage of the increased yields and 
substantiate growth of quality crops which will help the farmer community in particular and the 
entire nation in general.  
 
KVKs present at the event – Invitation to attend the Honey Bee Day celebrations was extended 
to about 85 KVKs; however the following KVKs attended –  

¶ KVK, Ahmedanagar, Maharashtra  

¶ KVK, Jalna, Maharashtra 

¶ KVK, Malegaon, Nashik, Maharashtra 

¶ KVK, MGM, Aurangabad, Maharashtra 

Post the event at the AppaSaheb Auditorium, all the dignitaries and the invited guests, went to 

KVK, Baramati for lunch and visit to the Apiculture Unit.  

 



 

 

Next Steps – Over the next few days, CropLife India with help from the interested Member 

companies will initiate dialogue with the participating KVKs and look forward for possible 

association to take forward ‘Madhu Sandesh’ project in other locations.  

Once the modalities of the association have been worked out, a national media announcement 

on the same will be made. 

 

The Media Coverage achieved till date is as follows –  

  



 
Coverage Table 

 
S. No. Publication Headline Edition 

Print Coverage 

1. Sakal Agricultural ministry reduced 
funding for research - Sharad Pawar  

Print 

2. Lokmat  Expecting rains - Sharad Pawar Print 

3. Pudhari Felicitation of farmers who did bee-
hive pollination by Sharad Pawar 

Print 

4. Agrowon – A 
daily magazine 
focused on 
agriculture 

Reduction in Agricultural Ministry’s 
funding is alarming – Sharad Pawar 
on the occasion of Honey bee Day 

Print 

Online Coverage 

1. Krishi Jagran CropLife India celebrates ‘Honey 
Bee Day’ 

Online 

2. Rural Marketing ‘Madhu Sandesh’: Enhancing crop 
yield and farmers’ Income 

Online 

3. Bio-Voice news CropLife India celebrates ‘Honey 
Bee Day’ at Baramati 

Online 

4. IndiaCSR CropLife India celebrates Honey 
Bee Day amidst pollination service 
through ‘Madhu Sandesh’ Project 
at Baramati 

Online 

Electronic Coverage 

1. DD Marathi Honey Bee Day Celebrations at KVK, 
Baramati 
https://youtu.be/814uMyqhCCg  

Electronic 
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CropLife India celebrates ‘Honey Bee Day’ 

 

From left to Right, Dr. Syed Shakir Ali, Head, KVK, Baramati, Shri Rajendra Pawar, Chairman, 
ADT, Mr. Brij Uberoi, CEO, CropLife India, Dr. P. K. Chakraborty, ADG (PP), ICAR, New Delhi, Hon. 
Shri Sharad Pawar Saheb, President, ADT, Dr. N. P. Singh, Director, NIASM, Baramati, Dr. Lakhan 

Singh, Director, ATARI, Pune, Dr. Major Singh, Director, DOGR, Rajgurunagar and Shri Shahaji 
Jachak, President, MRDUSS celebrating ‘Honey Bee Day’ at KVK Baramati. 

CropLife India in association with Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) and Agriculture 
Development Trust, KVK Baramati celebrated the ‘Honey Bee Day’ in Baramati on 19 August 
2017. The day is observed to promote beekeeping and pollination services in agriculture. Farmers 
who took part in the project program were felicitated amongst around 800 farmers amidst 
dignitaries like Shri Sharad Pawar, President – Agricultural Development Trust, Shri Rajendra 
Pawar, Chairman, Agricultural Development Trust, members from ICAR, KVK Baramati and 
member organizations of CropLife India. 



 
CropLife India celebrated this day as an acknowledgment for the success of ‘Madhu Sandesh’ 
project in Baramati and felicitated farmers in the region to encourage and create awareness 
amongst them to pollinate their crops with beehives and responsible use crop protection 
products. 

The project showcased outstanding outcomes with an average increase of 20.83% in crop yields 
over last year and a substantial increase in quality due to pollination service. The project received 
tremendous appreciation from farmers and government gaining accolades not only in India but 
also receiving International recognition. 

Dr. P. K. Chakraborty, Additional Director General – Plant Protection, Indian Council of 
Agricultural Research (ICAR) New Delhi, said, “We are very pleased to celebrate this day as we 
believe honey bees are one of the best natural insect pollinators and we need to protect them to 
aid the national food security goals. We have been creating awareness amongst farmers in this 
region about the role of honey bees in increasing the crop yield besides beekeeping entrepreneur 
ship through the ‘Madhu Sandesh’ project and the results are tremendous”. 

Addressing the gathering Mr. Brij Uberoi, CEO, CropLife India, said, “Honeybees are one of the 
most important and widespread pollinators of our food and we need to protect them. The 
‘Madhu Sandesh’ program is one such initiative that demonstrated and promoted the 
proliferation and professionalization of the beekeeping in Baramati. As part of the program, 
subsidized bee hive rentals were provided to farmers to pollinate their crops. This not only 
resulted in improved yield and incomes for farmers but also instilled a holistic understanding of 
the need to use crop protection products in a manner that protects the environment and 
ecosystems.” 

At the end of the first year, 90% of the 180 participants reported better quality crops. 
Pomegranate farmers saw an average of 15% increase in their yields, corresponding to a 42% 
increase in income while the training they received helped reduce waste. Moreover, the farmers 
who benefitted from the program became enthusiastic advocates of promoting pollination, 
protecting the environment and using crop protection products responsibly. 

About Crop Life India: 

CropLife India is an Association of Technology driven Crop Science Industry, committed to 
Advancing Sustainable Indian Agriculture. CropLife India promotes the benefits and responsible 
use of Crop Protection products, as well as sound regulatory frameworks in support of 
sustainable agriculture in India. CropLife India is part of CropLife International, a global federation 
of the plant science industry in over 90 countries. CropLife India believes in a strong and science-
based regulatory system to protect people and the environment such that timely access to new 
crops, new pesticides or new uses for existing pesticides should be promoted. 
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‘Madhu Sandesh’: Enhancing crop yield and farmers’ Income 

 

‘Madhu Sandesh’ project at Baramati in Maharashtra is a success story. On the occasion of ‘World 
Honey Bee Day’ on August 19, farmers in the region were felicitated for encouraging and creating 
awareness amongst them to pollinate their crops with beehives and responsible use crop 
protection products. 

The project showcased outstanding outcomes with an average increase of 20.83 percent in crop 
yields over last year and a substantial increase in quality due to pollination service. The project 
received tremendous appreciation from farmers and government gaining accolades not only in 
India but also receiving International recognition. 

CropLife India in association with Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) and Agriculture 
Development Trust, KVK Baramati celebrated the ‘Honey Bee Day.’ The day was observed to 
promote beekeeping and pollination services in agriculture. Farmers who took part in the project 
program were felicitated amongst around 800 farmers. Senior functionaries of Indian Council of 

https://www.ruralmarketing.in/industry/case-studies/madhu-sandesh-enhancing-crop-yield-and-farmers-income
https://www.ruralmarketing.in/industry/case-studies/madhu-sandesh-enhancing-crop-yield-and-farmers-income


 
Agriculture Research (ICAR), officials of Krishi Vygan Kendra, Baramati and member organizations 
of CropLife India. CropLife India organised the event. CropLife India is an Association of 
Technology driven Crop Science Industry, committed to Advancing Sustainable Indian 
Agriculture. CropLife India promotes the benefits and responsible use of Crop Protection 
products, as well as sound regulatory frameworks in support of sustainable agriculture in India. 

CropLife India celebrated this day as an acknowledgment for the success of ‘Madhu Sandesh’ 
project in Baramati and felicitated farmers in the region to encourage and create awareness 
amongst them to pollinate their crops with beehives and responsible use crop protection 
products. 

PK Chakraborty, Additional Director General – Plant Protection, Indian Council of Agricultural 
Research (ICAR) New Delhi, said, “ We believe honey bees are one of the best natural insect 
pollinators and we need to protect them to aid the national food security goals. We have been 
creating awareness amongst farmers in this region about the role of honey bees in increasing the 
crop yield besides beekeeping entrepreneur ship through the ‘Madhu Sandesh’ project and the 
results are tremendous”. 

Brij Uberoi, CEO, CropLife India, said, “Honeybees are one of the most important and widespread 
pollinators of our food and we need to protect them. The ‘Madhu Sandesh’ program is one such 
initiative that demonstrated and promoted the proliferation and professionalization of the 
beekeeping in Baramati. As part of the program, subsidized bee hive rentals were provided to 
farmers to pollinate their crops. This not only resulted in improved yield and incomes for farmers 
but also instilled a holistic understanding of the need to use crop protection products in a manner 
that protects the environment and ecosystems.” 

At the end of the first year, 90 percent of the 180 participants reported better quality crops. 
Pomegranate farmers saw an average of 15 percent increase in their yields, corresponding to a 
42 percent increase in income while the training they received helped reduce waste. Moreover, 
the farmers who benefitted from the program became enthusiastic advocates of promoting 
pollination, protecting the environment and using crop protection products responsibly. 
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CropLife India celebrates ‘Honey Bee Day’ at Baramati 
 

 
 

Addressing growing concerns of farmer welfare, CropLife India organised a stewardship program 
on ‘Responsible Use of Crop Protection Products,’ which was attended by Pramod Kumar, 
Tourism Minister – Bihar and MLA, Motihari and other officials. Through the pilot project, 
CropLife India reached out to more than 2100 farmers (direct and Indirect). The program 
consisted of 28 field demonstrations, 230 classroom sessions in 4 villages namely Khairimal, 
Bhaisala, Kuria, and Chandrahiya, East Champaran district of Bihar and school awareness 
program in 12 schools covering more than 900 school students in a span of two years. 
 
The event on August 10 witnessed more than 200 farmers, public representatives; 
representatives from the Agriculture Department; District Development Manager, NABARDand 
Agriculture University; KVK scientists and SWARD officials; CropLife India Members; Officials from 
other Agro-chemical Companies; opinion makers; Academia; Agriculture Input Dealers and 
Panchayati Raj representatives attend. 

http://www.biovoicenews.com/croplife-india-celebrates-honey-bee-day-at-baramati/
http://www.biovoicenews.com/croplife-india-celebrates-honey-bee-day-at-baramati/


 
 
Stewardship being one of the key engagements for CropLife India, the project aimed to impart 
grassroots training to the farming community on Responsible usage, Secure Storage and 
Container Management. The two-year program aimed to create awareness among farmers, farm 
families, school children, dealers and distributors of Crop Protection Products on Responsible Use 
of Crop Protection Products. 
 
Pramod Kumar, Tourism Minister –Bihar and MLA, Motihari, present in Khairimal village said, “I 
congratulate CropLife India for enabling farmers of these four villages ofEast Champaran district 
in Biharto responsibly use Crop Protection Products, to support the Government’s Grow Safe 
Food mission in Bihar. Such field training workshops not only help farmers but also create 
awareness amongst farmer families, villagers and State Government officials. While it is 
significant for the farmer to work towards enhancing productivity of the crop, it is also vital that 
the quality of the crops grown is preserved thus ensuring safe and secure food for a rising nation. 
In order to sensitize the issue at broader level, we will demand similar projects from the State 
Government.” 
 
Brij Uberoi, CEO, CropLife India, while addressing the gathering said, “CropLife India creates 
awareness by engaging with farmers in building capacity on sustainable practices through its 
stewardship programs. Our project in Bihar has been highly successful. The farmer behaviour has 
undergone the following changes – Judicious use of pesticides, in terms of category, discretion in 
quantity and need; Spraying is done at the exact time; Awareness about spurious pesticides, 
hence no purchase of pesticides without Bill; Complete use of Personal Protection Equipment 
while spraying; and No reuse of pesticide containers.” 
He also added, “Currently this training program has covered more than 2100 farmers in the 
district, thus encouraging a safe and scientific approach to crop development. The success of this 
project has further strengthened our commitment towards Indian Agriculture and farmers and 
we will replicate this project in other states of India.” 
 
The project has gained a steady pace and has been appreciated by both the State Department 
Agricultural authorities and the farming community. Trainings for farmers include classroom 
teaching and practical field training sessions for farmers. The training curriculum includes 16 
elaborative modules covering a wide range of topics such as Integrated Pest Management, role 
of beneficial insects including pollinators, judicious and responsible use of chemicals, secure 
storage of pesticides, impacts of counterfeit and illegal products, use of PPE (Personal Protective 
Equipment) such as masks and gloves, correct spraying techniques, maintaining sprayers and 
nozzles, and triple rinsing of used containers. 
 
CropLiIfe India has similar projects being executed in the state of Gujarat and Andhra Pradesh 
and the endeavour is to extend them to other states across the country. 
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CropLife India celebrates Honey Bee Day amidst pollination service 

through ‘Madhu Sandesh’ Project at Baramati 

CropLife India celebrated this day as an acknowledgment for the success of Madhu 

Sandesh project in Baramati and felicitated farmers in the region to encourage 

and create awareness amongst them to pollinate their crops with beehives and 

responsible use crop protection products. 

 

Dr. Syed Shakir Ali, Head, KVK, Baramati, Rajendra Pawar, Chairman, ADT, Brij Uberoi, CEO, 

CropLife India, Dr. P. K. Chakraborty, ADG (PP), ICAR, New Delhi, Pawar Saheb, President, ADT, 

Dr. N. P. Singh, Director, NIASM, Baramati, Dr. Lakhan Singh, Director, ATARI, Pune, Dr. Major 

http://indiacsr.in/croplife-india-celebrates-honey-bee-day-amidst-pollination-service-through-madhu-sandesh-project-at-baramati/
http://indiacsr.in/croplife-india-celebrates-honey-bee-day-amidst-pollination-service-through-madhu-sandesh-project-at-baramati/


 
Singh, Director, DOGR, Rajgurunagar and Shahaji Jachak, President, MRDUSS celebrating ‘Honey 

Bee Day’ at KVK Baramati. 

NEW DELHI: CropLife India in association with Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) and 

Agriculture Development Trust, KVK Baramati celebrated the Honey Bee Day in Baramati on 

August 19. 

The day is observed to promote beekeeping and pollination services in agriculture. Farmers who 

took part in the project program were felicitated amongst around 800 farmers amidst dignitaries 

like Sharad Pawar, President – Agricultural Development Trust, Rajendra Pawar, Chairman, 

Agricultural Development Trust, members from ICAR, KVK Baramati and member organizations 

of CropLife India. 

 

The project showcased outstanding outcomes with an average increase of 20.83% in crop yields 

over last year and a substantial increase in quality due to pollination service. The project received 

tremendous appreciation from farmers and government gaining accolades not only in India but 

also receiving International recognition. 

 

Dr. P. K. Chakraborty, Additional Director General – Plant Protection, Indian Council of 

Agricultural Research (ICAR) New Delhi, said, “We are very pleased to celebrate this day as we 

believe honey bees are one of the best natural insect pollinators and we need to protect them to 

aid the national food security goals. We have been creating awareness amongst farmers in this 

region about the role of honey bees in increasing the crop yield besides beekeeping entrepreneur 

ship through the Madhu Sandesh project and the results are tremendous”. 

 

Addressing the gathering Brij Uberoi, CEO, CropLife India, said, “Honeybees are one of the most 

important and widespread pollinators of our food and we need to protect them. The Madhu 

Sandesh program is one such initiative that demonstrated and promoted the proliferation and 

professionalization of the beekeeping in Baramati.” 



 

 

“As part of the program, subsidized bee hive rentals were provided to farmers to pollinate their 

crops. This not only resulted in improved yield and incomes for farmers but also instilled a holistic 

understanding of the need to use crop protection products in a manner that protects the 

environment and ecosystems”, he said. 

 

At the end of the first year, 90% of the 180 participants reported better quality crops. 

Pomegranate farmers saw an average of 15% increase in their yields, corresponding to a 42% 

increase in income while the training they received helped reduce waste. Moreover, the farmers 

who benefitted from the program became enthusiastic advocates of promoting pollination, 

protecting the environment and using crop protection products responsibly. 
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